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FAQ 

Break in service 

 

If you’ve had a break in service of more than five years after 1 April 2015 you’ll enter the career average 

scheme when you return to pensionable service. 

If you were a final salary member with a Normal Pension Age (NPA) of 60 and have had a break in service lasting 

more than five years which ends after 31 December 2007, then your service prior to the break will still have a 

NPA of 60. However, if you return after 31 December 2007 (but prior to 1 April 2015) any final salary service will 

have a NPA of 65. This is known as a ‘disqualifying break’. If the disqualifying break spans 1 April 2015 you’ll 

have entered the career average scheme, where the NPA is either 65 or your State Pension age, whichever is 

the higher. 

Any period of less than 60 days qualifying service or 30 days reckonable service in any period of 365 days is not 

counted for the purposes of maintaining a normal pension age of 60. 

If you retire and later re‐enter pensionable service, you’ll enter the career average scheme. 

If you’ve benefits in both final salary and career average your final salary benefits are protected and will remain 

in final salary. When you retire, we’ll use your salaries earned in career average to calculate your final salary 

benefits. This is called the final salary link. If you’ve a break in pensionable service of more than five years, 

then the salary link is broken, and we’ll use the salaries at the time of the break to calculate your final salary 

benefits. 
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Manage Cookies
Accept All Cookies

For Employers  For Members
 

Member Registration Log in

https://www.teacherspensions.co.uk/#header_0_sectionNavigation_sectionNavigation
https://www.teacherspensions.co.uk/#header_0_userProfileNavigation_userProfileNavigation
https://www.teacherspensions.co.uk/#header_0_primaryNavigation_0
https://www.teacherspensions.co.uk/#main_0_mainContent
https://www.teacherspensions.co.uk/public/privacy.aspx
https://www.teacherspensions.co.uk/public/manage-cookies.aspx
https://www.teacherspensions.co.uk/employers/employer-hub.aspx
https://www.teacherspensions.co.uk/forms/registration.aspx
https://www.teacherspensions.co.uk/public/login.aspx
https://www.teacherspensions.co.uk/members/lifestyle.aspx
https://www.teacherspensions.co.uk/members/resources.aspx
https://www.teacherspensions.co.uk/members/videos.aspx
https://www.teacherspensions.co.uk/members/faqs.aspx
https://www.teacherspensions.co.uk/members/calculators.aspx
https://www.teacherspensions.co.uk/members/resources/forms.aspx
https://www.teacherspensions.co.uk/members/news/latest-news.aspx
https://www.teacherspensions.co.uk/members/member-hub.aspx
https://www.teacherspensions.co.uk/members/new-starter.aspx
https://www.teacherspensions.co.uk/members/working-life.aspx
https://www.teacherspensions.co.uk/members/planning-retirement.aspx
https://www.teacherspensions.co.uk/members/once-retired.aspx
https://www.teacherspensions.co.uk/members/scheme-changes.aspx
https://www.teacherspensions.co.uk/members/member-login.aspx
https://www.teacherspensions.co.uk/members/search/search-results.aspx
https://www.teacherspensions.co.uk/members/member-hub.aspx
https://www.teacherspensions.co.uk/members/new-starter.aspx
https://www.teacherspensions.co.uk/members/working-life.aspx
https://www.teacherspensions.co.uk/members/planning-retirement.aspx
https://www.teacherspensions.co.uk/members/once-retired.aspx
https://www.teacherspensions.co.uk/members/scheme-changes.aspx
https://www.teacherspensions.co.uk/members/member-login.aspx
https://www.teacherspensions.co.uk/members/search/search-results.aspx
https://www.teacherspensions.co.uk/members/working-life/paying-in.aspx
https://www.teacherspensions.co.uk/members/working-life/life-events.aspx
https://www.teacherspensions.co.uk/members/working-life/work-events.aspx
https://www.teacherspensions.co.uk/members/working-life/work-events/auto-enrolment.aspx
https://www.teacherspensions.co.uk/members/working-life/work-events/opt-in-and-opt-out.aspx
https://www.teacherspensions.co.uk/members/working-life/work-events/part-time-working.aspx
https://www.teacherspensions.co.uk/members/working-life/work-events/multiple-employment.aspx
https://www.teacherspensions.co.uk/members/working-life/work-events/break-in-service.aspx
https://www.teacherspensions.co.uk/members/working-life/work-events/industrial-action.aspx
https://www.teacherspensions.co.uk/members/working-life/work-events/employer-leaving-scheme.aspx
https://www.teacherspensions.co.uk/members/working-life/deferring-your-pension.aspx


Read our FAQs 

Factsheet 

Download PDF (PDF, 76 KB) (This link opens in a new window) 

Resource 

Download guide (PDF, 16.0 MB) (This link opens in a new window) 

Have you had a break in service? Our factsheet can help.

Stay up to date with your teacher's pension.

Related Information 

My Pension Online 

Register 

  

Follow us on social media 
Find us on social media to get the latest news and announcements from Teachers' Pensions 
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